AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

robots than a race of freemen, To act is
easier than to reflect. The one may mean
blind obedience, the other open-eyed responsi-
bility. The one means the doping of massed
ignorance, and a servile Press, the other
compulsion to think, to form judgments, to
take decisions and to welcome truth from the
four quarters of the compass. It is the
contrast between the slave mind and the free:
I would almost say between slavery and
civilisation, but with this further difference
from the slavery of the ancient world, that
one modern robot can throw a bomb or start
a machine which may deal out as much death
and destruction as a whole regiment. The
totalitarian ideal is the mechanical solidarity
of the herd under the leadership of a dictator,
omnipotent and infallible. The democratic
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